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(c) General. (1) Each contribution will 
be made the subject of a separate appli-
cation in order that each contribution 
may be evaluated individually. 

(2) Material constituting a possible 
hazard to safety or requiring unusual 
storage facilities should not be sub-
mitted, and will not be accepted. Mod-
els or intricate exhibits demonstrating 
the contribution will not be accepted 
unless specifically requested by the 
Board. In those few cases where such 
models or exhibits have been submitted 
pursuant to a request made by the 
Board, the same will be returned to the 
applicant upon written request from 
the applicant. 

(3) It is the policy of the Board to use 
or disclose information contained in 
applications for awards for evaluation 
purposes only. Applications for awards 
submitted with restrictive legends or 
statements differing from this policy 
will be treated in accordance with the 
Board’s policy. 

§ 1240.105 Special procedures—NASA 
and NASA contractor employees. 

(a) A NASA Headquarters office, a 
NASA field installation, or a NASA 
contractor may submit to the Board an 
application for an award identifying 
the originator(s) of any scientific or 
technical contribution conceived or de-
veloped during the performance of a 
NASA program or contract, and which 
is considered to be of value in advanc-
ing the state of knowledge in space or 
aeronautical activities, whether or not 
the contribution is the subject of a 
NASA Tech Brief, software approved 
for public release, or of a U.S. patent 
application. 

(b) The Board will recommend to the 
Administrator or a designee that an 
initial award of at least $1,000 be grant-
ed to a sole inventor, or $500 each to 
joint inventors, upon submittal of 
NASA Form 1688 by either the Asso-
ciate General Counsel for Intellectual 
Property, for an invention made and 
reported by a NASA Headquarters em-
ployee or an employee of a NASA Head-
quarters contractor, or a patent coun-
sel at a NASA field installation for an 
invention made and reported by an em-
ployee of that installation or by an em-
ployee of an installation contractor, 
has filed a nonprovisional U.S. patent 

application or that a continuation-in- 
part or divisional patent has been 
issued. The Board is authorized to rec-
ommend a supplemental monetary 
award in an amount that will be based 
on the evaluation of the technical and 
commercial merits of the invention. No 
additional award will be given for a 
continuation patent application where 
an initial award was authorized for the 
parent application and this parent ap-
plication will be or has been aban-
doned. In addition, initial awards will 
not be granted for provisional applica-
tions under 35 U.S.C. 111(b) or reissue 
applications under 35 U.S.C. 251. 

(c) When the Board receives written 
notice (NASA Form 1688) that a NASA 
Center has approved for release to 
qualified users a software package 
based on an innovation made and re-
ported by an employee of NASA or a 
NASA contractor on NASA Form 1679, 
the Board will recommend to the Ad-
ministrator or designee that an initial 
award of at least $1,000 be granted to a 
sole innovator, and an award of at least 
$500 will be granted to each originator 
of the innovation if there is more than 
one. The Board is authorized to rec-
ommend a supplemental monetary 
award in an amount that will be based 
on the evaluation of the technical and 
commercial merits of the innovation. 
No contribution may receive this 
award unless: 

(1) NASA has an ownership interest 
in the software; i.e., NASA has the un-
restricted use of the software in per-
petuity at no charge from any other 
entity; 

(2) The software is of commercial 
quality; i.e., is not in experimental or 
beta phases of development and in-
cludes documentation, either in paper 
or electronic formats, describing the 
software’s form and function; 

(3) The software has been verified to 
perform the functions claimed in its 
documentation on the platform for 
which it was designed without harm to 
the systems or data contained within; 
and, 

(4) The software has been distributed 
to qualified users upon the written ap-
proval for release by Center manage-
ment. 

(d) Software dissemination awards 
are not eligible to receive selected 
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Tech Brief awards based upon the pub-
lication of an announcement of avail-
ability in ‘‘NASA Tech Briefs.’’ 

(e) When the Board receives written 
notice (NASA Form 1688) that a NASA 
Center has approved for publication a 
selected NASA Tech Brief based on an 
innovation made and reported by an 
employee of NASA or a NASA con-
tractor on NASA Form 1679, the Board 
will recommend to the Administrator 
or designee that an initial award of at 
least $350 be granted, and an award of 
at least that amount will be granted to 
each originator of the innovation. The 
Board is authorized to recommend a 
supplemental monetary award in an 
amount that will be based on the eval-
uation of the technical and commercial 
merits of the innovation. 

(f) When a selected NASA Tech Brief 
has been approved for publication, and/ 
or a NASA Center has approved the re-
lease of a software package, and/or the 
filing of a U.S. patent application has 
been authorized for the same contribu-
tion, the initial awards authorized in 
paragraphs (b), (c), and (e) of this sec-
tion will be cumulative. 

(g) Initial awards authorized in para-
graphs (b), (c), and (e) of this section 
may not exceed a total of $5,000 per 
category. Such cases, wherein a large 
number of multiple innovators are con-
tributors, must be submitted for for-
mal evaluation by the Board on a 
NASA Form 1329 or 1329A. 

(h) Awards authorized in paragraphs 
(a), (b), (c), and (e) of this section will 
not be granted to a contributor who 
has previously received full compensa-
tion for, or on account of, the use of 
such a contribution by the United 
States. 

(i) If a contribution, as first reported 
and evaluated, is judged not to merit a 
supplemental award, as provided for in 
paragraphs (a), (b), (c), or (e) of this 
section, or the contribution is later 
proved to be of more significant value, 
it may be submitted for reevaluation 
on NASA Form 1329A. Responsible 
NASA and NASA contractor officials 
are encouraged to periodically review 
such reported contributions, and to re-
submit them for reconsideration 
through the same channels as origi-
nally reported. 

§ 1240.106 Review and evaluation of 
contribution. 

(a) A contribution will be initially re-
viewed by the Board on the basis of the 
material submitted by the applicant 
under § 1240.104(b). 

(b) If it is determined that the con-
tribution has been used in a NASA pro-
gram, or adopted or sponsored or sup-
ported by NASA, the contribution will 
be evaluated for its significant value in 
the conduct of aeronautical or space 
activity. 

(c) The Board will recommend an 
award for such contribution when, 
upon evaluation of its scientific and 
technical merits, it is determined to 
warrant an award of at least $500. 

§ 1240.107 Notification by the Board. 
(a) With respect to each completed 

application where the Board has rec-
ommended to the Administrator the 
granting of an award, and the Adminis-
trator has approved such award, the 
Board will notify the applicant of the 
amount and terms of the award. In the 
case of NASA employees or employees 
of NASA contractors, such notification 
will normally be made through the ap-
propriate NASA field installation rep-
resentative. 

(b) Except for applications from 
NASA employees or employees of 
NASA contractors, where the Board 
does not propose to recommend to the 
Administrator the granting of an 
award, a notification will be provided 
which includes a brief statement of the 
reasons for such decision. 

§ 1240.108 Reconsideration. 
(a) In those cases where the Board 

does not recommend an award, the ap-
plicant may, within such period as the 
Board may set but in no event less 
than 30 days from notification, request 
reconsideration of the Board’s decision. 

(b) If reconsideration has been re-
quested within the prescribed time, the 
applicant will, within 30 days from the 
date of the request for reconsideration, 
or within any other time as the Board 
may set, file its statement setting 
forth the issues, points, authorities, ar-
guments, and any additional material 
on which it relies. 

(c) Upon filing of the reconsideration 
statement by the applicant, the case 
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